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All:
 
I have drafted the attached memo in an attempt to summarize findings relating to animal health
complaints. 
 
Please review and provide comments. 
 
Alex and Cindy:  I included a brief statement about the apparent condition of the pets we saw
during our site visit; however, I was not comfortable enough (with my limited cattle knowledge) to
include any comments about them.  I am considering deleting the site visit reference entirely – any
comments/thoughts you provide in that category would be more than welcome.
 
I also included information from Veterinarians fyi.
 
I want to final the memo by 8/6.
 
Thanks for the comments.
 
 
Jim Semerad 
Division of Air Quality

Manager, Permitting and Compliance  
State Dept. of Health
918 E. Divide Ave. 2nd Floor

Bismarck ND 58501-1947 
(701) 328-5188 
jsemerad@nd.gov
Division Website: 
http://www.health.state.nd.us/AQ/Airhomepage.htm
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MEMO TO	:	Jacki Schilke File



FROM		:	James L. Semerad

Environmental Engineer

Air Quality Permitting/Compliance



RE		:	Complaints of Animal Health Issues in Northwestern North Dakota 



DATE		:	July 31, 2012





Since 2009, the North Dakota Department of Health (NDDoH) and the EPA have received numerous air and water quality complaints from Jacki Schilke.  Many of the complaints have included claims of extensive animal health problems (both cattle and pets) at her farm/ranch (hereafter farm) approximately 13 miles northwest of Williston.  



The Department has conducted numerous inspections at the site and contacted local and state veterinarians for professional consultation on the issue.  The veterinarians have informed the Department that, in their professional opinion, no increased problems have been noted in the area (see attached).  



During a weeklong inspection (July 23-27, 2012), the site inspection team of Jim Semerad and Tim Jahraus (NDDoH) and Cindy Beehler (EPA) and Alex North (EPA) encountered a local rancher named Dan Kalil.  Mr. Kalil farms land adjacent to the Schilke farm.  We asked Mr. Kalil about the health of his livestock and that of his family, relatives and neighbors.  Mr. Kalil responded that he raises cattle as a business and would be extremely concerned if health problems existed.   He added that the oil development has impacted his farm in that there’s more dust which is detrimental to harvesting hay in the ditches, there is much more traffic, things aren’t as quiet, and they have deteriorating roads.  He stated that despite the negative effects, he does understand that the industry supplies him with the diesel he needs to run the farm but still he misses the old days.  He talked at length about the effects on cattle.  He informed us that cattle are his livelihood and that negative health effects for his cattle would be devastating and could even put him out of business.  He further explained that the farm has been in his family for three generations, and based on his experience, there have been no problems relating to animal health due to the increase oil-related activity.  We asked him about other farms in the area.  He responded that he is aware of the Schilke complaint but stated that his herd is on a field immediately adjacent to the Schilke’s and his herd has not experienced unusual health problems.  Further, he stated that he personally knows the majority of farmers in the area (some of whom do not own mineral rights) and all of them are raising healthy herds.  



Based on numerous site inspections (including a July 23, 2012 visit to the Schilke farm where the Schilke’s dog, a cat and goat appeared healthy), information from veterinarians, and information from nearby farms, the Department of Health has found no indication of animal health problems caused by air pollution.



JS:csc

xc:	Terry O’Clair, Director, Air Quality

	Dave Glatt, Chief, EHS

	Alex North, EPA

	Tricia Pfeiffer, EPA

	Kris Roberts, Water Quality











































